what science   should do:  change the old farming methods;
when it does that it is science."
"What was the cluster planting of kok-saghyz, the first
cluster plantings? A fight not only for this rubber-bearing
dandelion., but for the new conception of plant biology that
would reveal the real strength of plants to man and enable
him to use it. It opened a new path in the science of agri-
culture/ he said., unhesitatingly.
"With joy he watches the way in which a plant changes
its very appearance under new conditions; how millet., which
has always been a sprawling plant,, stands up straight like a
wall in the field.
At one kolkhoz he saw a field overrun with weeds through
which one could faintly discern the feeble shoots of millet
that had been sown in the ordinary way, by scattering. He
felt like a doctor standing at the bedside of a man in his death
throes. He decided that the only remedy was to drive a tractor
plough through the entire mass., to plough lanes forty cen-
timetres wide,, leaving strips of the crop twenty centimetres
wide.
It was a very drastic remedy; but his prestige was high
among the kolkhozniks. They took his advice and did what
he recommended. But as the tractor ploughed through the
field there was at first a restrained and then a loud murmur
among the kolkhozniks who had gathered to watch the oper-
ation. And Kolesnik himself felt a cold shiver run down
his back as he watched this mutilation that he had advised.
I think he left this kolkhoz earlier than he had intended,
hurriedly, without taking leave.
He returned some time later. He had heard something
about the results of the operation, but for all that, he was
itl at ease. But when he arrived he could scarcely believe
his eyes. A solid mass of tall, green stalks with heavy panicles
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